enwronmental effaurs

Depariment;
. Environmettal Affairs
- REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRIGA
" Private Bag X 447 F'RETORIA 0001 Fedeure Building - 315 Pretenue Street F'RETDRIA
: ‘ Tel (+ 27 12) 310 3911 Fax (+ 2712) 3222682

‘ Ref: 12112!20!1932
‘ Enguirles: Ms Portia Leshilo . o
. Tel: 012 310 3061 Fax: 012 320 7539 Email: pleshilo@deat gov.za

- Ms Jo- Anne Thomas |
- Savannah Environmenital (Pty) Lid .
~ POBox148
~ Sunninghill
S 2157

Tel No: (011) 234 6621
~ FaxNo: (086) 684 0547

PER FASCIMILE/MAIL
~ Dear Ms Thomas

‘ ACKNDWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE APPLICATION FORM FOR THE PRDPOSED EXXARQ.
" WEST COAST WIND FARM DEVELOPMENT NORTH- WEST OF VREDENDAL WESTERN CAPE

o PROVINGE (1211 2120!1932)

This letter serves as an acknowledgment of recelpt of the appllcetien form received by this Department
‘,enthe’lemefMaylEDw - o

Kindly quote the above- mentlened reference nurnber in any future eorreependence in reepect of this
eppllcetlen . ‘ ‘

* Also note that the ectlvaty may not eemmence pner to an Envlronmentel Autheneetlon bemg grented by
the Department. ‘ .

. Yours sincerely,

" Ms Lize McCourt :
Chief Diractor: Environmental Impact Management
Department of Enwrenmental Affairs

- Letter signed bhy: Ms Portia Leshilo
Designation: PEO: Environmental Impact Evaluatmn (Paraetatal)

bate: o\\ow\a o\o
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The Diractor
Exxaro Resources
PO Box 9229

Pretoria
0001
Attention; Ms. . Strydom Tel : (012) 307 4333

Fax: (012) 307 5022
Dear Madam
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE APPLICATION FORM FOR THE PROPOSED
ESTABLISHMENT OF A WIND FARM ON LAND DWNED BY EXXARD RESOURCES, WESTERN
CAPE PROVINGE.

The above-mentioned docurment dated 19 May 2010 and received by the Department on 24 May 2010
refors,

This lefter serves as an acknowledgement of reccipt of the aforementivned document by this
Department.

Having considered the information contained in the Application form, lhe Department hereby confirms
the following:

1. This Department will be a commenting authority and comment in the Environmantal fmpact
Assessment process. Comments will be provided directly to the DEA,

2. Copies of all documents subimnitted to DEA must concurrently be submitted o this Department
for cammenting and record puUrpozes.

You are required to quete the abiove-mentioned reforonce number in any fulure correspondence in
respact of the application.

This Department reserves Lhe right to ravise or withdraw comments or request further information from
you based on any information that might te received.

Your Interest in the future of our envirenment is greatly appreciated.

Yours faithfully

'
EAD @ PARTMENT
Ciaplos'to; (1) ME, J. Thomag (Savannah Ervironmental {Ply) Lid.) Fax: {186) 684 0R47
. Ty Me. L. Grobbelar (Department of Eewdronmental Affalis) Fa (012) 320 75539 .
Utiftasgeboy, Dorestraat 1 Litilitas Buiteing, 1 Porp Strest TR/ No.:  O21-793 8398/ 25596
Privdateak XSOA6 Kaapstad 8000 Frivale tag X008 Caps Town 3000 fax Nou: 021-4997 4372

tmall:  meschipp@pgwe. gov.za
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DEPARTMENT of INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGBMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS Region B
: & DEVELOPMENT PLANN|NG M&ss hip DB ROWE. Qov.2d
— tol +27 21 483 8349 fax; +27 21 483 4372
Provincial Govemment of the Westerm Cape i Dorp Street, Capa Town, 8001

www,capegateway.gov.zo/eadn

REFERENCE: E12/2/3/5-F3/12-WJ126/10
ENQUIRIES: M3, M. SCHIPPERS
DATE OF I1SSUE:

18 AUG 2010

The Director
Department of Environrmental Affairs
Private Bag X447

PRETORIA

n0al

Alention: Ms. P. Leshilo Tel: (012) 310 3061
Fax: (012) 320 7539

Dear Madam

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REFORT (DSR) FOR THE PROPOSED EXXARO WEST COAST WIND FARM,
WESTERN CAPE.

The abovementioned request for comments dated 26 July 2010 and received by the Department on 27
July 20010 refer, (The Department of Environmental Affairs {“DEA") reference number 12/12/20/1932).

This Directorate has the following comments:

Regional Cantex

The Scoping Report [“SR") mentions that the Department's Regional Methodolagy Guideline for
Wind Energy Site Selection was considered, It i5 assumed that this gssessmentwas done 1o provide
the strategic context for the proposal and to demonstrate how the proposed site fits into ¢ regionagl
plan for wind energy development. The Department will comment on the approptictenass of the
location for the fagiity tollowing further investigation through the Envirenmental Impact Assessment
{“BIA") phase.

Visual Impacts

The West Coast area is a popular tounst destination due to its hertage, cultural, biodiversity and
scenic landscape features, The proposed mast will be visibie from a number of inland settlements
and homesteads (&g, Witkoppies, Rioolvigiljie, Sandkop and Brand se Bagi). The height of the wind
turbines [approdmately 125m) may impact visually on sites of cultural and heritage interest as well
Q3 homesteads and towns in the vicinity of the proposed site. The visual impact assessment mugt
dddress [he visibility of the masts from the homesteads and settlerments mentioned above.

Impacts of the masts on the landscape chargcter of the area
When consideiing a site for a wind energy facility one of the critera to take into account is how
vulnerable the landscape is fo change. The West Coast is renowned for its scenic landscapes.

Although the proposed site is relatively flat, the construction of a wind eneray facily on the
proposed dte may change the curent landscape character.

E12/2/3/5-F3/12-W 112610 page 1 of 2



18-AlE-2616 15:41 From: i To:kEEEEEE4A54T P.2-2

4. Protection of the natural vegetation
The remaoval of natural vegotation must be limited to a minimurm and masts must be located where
possible, on dreqdy disturbed land, Any cement of concrate mixing must be done on an impenvious
surface to prevent soil contamination and to protect the vegetation in the araa.

This Department reserves the right to revise or withdraw any comments or request further information
based on any information that might be received.

YoyrsTeRthully

20

ANTHONY BARNES
DIRECTOR: INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (REGION B)

Copy o Ms. AL Govender (Savannah Faviroomentel (Pry) | ) Forx: (0B4) 584 0547
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‘enwronmental affazrs

~ Department:
Environmental Affairs
B REPUBHC OF $0LITH AFRIC!.A

Private Bag X 447 PRETORIA - 0001- Fedsura Buiding - 315 Preforius Street - PRETORIA
. © Tel {+2712) 310 3811 - Fax {+ 2712) 322 2682

. Reference: 12/t 22011932
‘ Enquirles: Portia Lashilo
Telephone: 012-395-1810 Fax: 012-320-7539 E-mail: pleshilo@environment gov.za

Ms Karen Jodas
Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
P.O. Box 148
SUNNINGHILL
2157

 Fax no: 086 684 0547
'PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
" Dear Ms Jodas .

'ACCEPTANCE OF FINAL SCOPING REPORT IN TERMS OF ENVIRONMENTAL
AUTHORISATION R, 387: PROPOSED EXXARO WEST COAST WIND FARM
NORTHWEST OF VREDENDAL WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

~ The above document dated October 2010 and received by the Department on 12 Qctober 2010
refers. . ‘

The Department has evaluated ‘the submitted Final Scoping Report (FSR) dated October 2010
and is of the opinion that the FSR does not comply with the minimum requirements of the .
- Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2008. Although the content of the FSR

. dated October 2010 cover the majority of the information required, the Plan of Study does not
cantain critical information required as per section 29 (i) of the Regulations.

As a result, the FSR is hereby conditionally accepted by thé Department in terms of GN R.385
{31) (1) (b) of the EIA Regulations, 2008, Your attention is drawn to the following requirements
that must be addressed in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report:

= You hereby requested to assess different altematives i.e. site, design, technology efc.
* ltis important that maps.included in the EIAR are of acceptable quahty and as a minimum,
- have the following attributes: S :
o - Maps are relatabie to one another;
- Cardinal points are indicated;
. Alternatives(sites) are |ndlcated onmaps

- Locality maps of the study area are pnnted on A3 size sheets; and

Scale of 1 50 000 is used. ‘

a0 00



The- applicant is hereby reminded fo comply with the requirements of GN R.385 (77) with
regard to the time period allowed for- complying with the requirements of the Regulations, and -
‘GN'R. 385 (58) and (59) with regard to the allowance of a comment period for interested and
 affected parties on all reports submitted to the competent authority for decrsron-makrng The
reports referred to are Irsted in GNR. 385 (58) (3a- 3g) '

' Further it must be reiterated that, sheuld an application for Envrronmental Autherisation be
subject to the provisions of Chapter II, Section 38 of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act
25 of 1998, then this Department will not be able to make nor issue a decieio‘n‘in terms of your
application for Environmental Authorisation pending a letter from the pertinent heritage
authority categorically stating that the application fulfils the requirements of the relevant

 heritage resources authority as described in Chapter It Sectron 38 (8) of the National Heritage
Resourcee Act, Act 25 of 1999, ‘ o |

You are. hereby reminded that the actwrty may not commence prior to an envrronmentei
- authorisation berng granted by the Department. -

* Yours faithfully

' Me Lize ;cCeuﬁ ‘ ' '
CHIEF DIRECTOR: ENVIRDNMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT
Department of Envrronmental Affairs

Letter signed by: Mr. Dumnisani Mthembu

~ Designatign: Diréctor: Enviranmental Impact Eveluetlon
- Date: t(ﬁ? Lol

CC:  Carla Strydom. - " Exxaro Resources . Fax no: (12 307 5022



