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Enq: Nevhufumba LN Tel 018 381 7407 Cell 082 9076118 Fax, 086 6476298 Email NevhufumbaL@nda.agric.za 
Danville nursery, Danville, Mafikeng 
 

DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS REGARDING ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATION 
TO BE GRANTED TO SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL ON BEHALF OF MOMENTUM 
ENERGY FOR PROPOSED RUSTMO2 PLANT ON A SITE NEAR BUFFELSPOORT IN 
NORTH WEST PROVINCE 
 
 
 
1.BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY. 
Momentum energy, as a potential independent  power producer, has identified a viable site for 
the proposed establishment of a photovoltaic(PV) solar plant in the North West province. The 
proposed project will be referred as RustMO2 PV Plant and will have a maximum generating 
capacity of 10MW which will be evacuated into the national electricity as part of a power 
purchase agreement with Eskom`s single Buyer office, the South African National treasury, 
and the department of Energy. This proposed PV facility is proposed as the second  phase of 
a broader development which also includes the project referred as RustMOV 1, for which a 
separate Basic Assessment process has already been undertaken. In terms of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment(EIA) Regulations published in terms of section 24(5) of the 
National Environmental Act( NEMA, Act No 107 of 1998), authorization is required from the 
National department of Environmental Affairs in consultation with the North West Department 
of Economic Development, Environment and tourism, for the establishment of the proposed 
installation. In terms of sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations of 
GNR543; GNR544; GNR 545; and GNR 546 a Basic Assessment process is required to be 
undertaken for the construction of the proposed facility. During the consultation process Mr 
Nevhufumba Lufuno, National Forest Act Administrator from the Department Of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries registered as affected stakeholder. The National Forest Act(NFA), Act 
84 of 1998 was passed by parliament in 1998 and is administered by forestry branch of the 
Department Of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
 
1.2The Legislative mandate 
 The National Forest Act  of  84 of 1998 (as amended) provides the strongest and most 

comprehensive legislation and mandate for the  of trees and all natural forests in South 
Africa 

 Natural Forests and woodlands form an important part of the environment and need to 
be conserved and developed according to the principle of sustainable management. 

 The National Forest Act also recognize that the constitutional rights-stipulate that every 
one has the right to the environment protected for the benefit of present and future 
generations 

 
1.3The purpose of the National Forest Act 
 Sustainable management of forests and woodlands 
 Protection of forests and trees 
 Sustainable use of forests 
 Community participation in all aspects of forestry 
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It is in the best interest of the Department to participate in the project and make sure the 
comments are in line with the purpose of the National Forest Act and the principles of 
sustainable forest management. 
 
 
 
2.LOCATION OF THE ACTIVITY. 
The site is located very close to marikana platinum mine south east of Rustenburg near 
Buffelsport in North West Province under Bojanala Platinum District Municipality. The solar PV 
facility is proposed on the remaining extent of portion 24 of the farm Spruitfontein 341.  
 
 
3. STAKEHOLDERS PARTICIPATED IN THE SITE VISIT. 
Mr Nevhufumba Lufuno from the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries in 
Mmabatho, National Forest Act Regulator made an arrangement with  Bongani Khupe 
regarding site visit and the site was visited on the 11 August 2011. Momentum energy was 
represented by Mr Gareth P Warner the managing director and Mr Sekhar Subramoney as the 
program manager. 
 
 
4.INFORMATION GATHERED 
 
The site investigation revealed the presence of approximately 91 plant species on the site. 
The diversity of this portion of land, in spite of the moderately degraded status of extensive 
parts of the site, is regarded diverse, reflecting not only on the species richness of the regional 
vegetation types, but also the effect of transformation and the influx of the regional vegetation 
types. This forms part of woodland and according to the legislative mandate woodlands pales 
an important role in the environment and need to be conserved and managed according to 
principles of sustainable management. 
 
4.1Protected tree species 
 
A single individual protected tree species (sclerocarya birrea subs, Marula) is present on the 
site. It is situated in the immediate vicinity of the old homestead and is assumed to have been 
planted by early inhabitants of the property. An application for permit for 
removal/damage/cutting or pruning of protected tree species as per National Forest Act, 84 of 
1998 as amended need to be submitted to the department Of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries prior to commencements of construction 
 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUION 
The tree species that were identified, Sclerocarya birrea, marula  appear on the national list of 
declared protected tree species as promulgated by the National Forest Act, Act 84 of 1998. In 
terms of the National Forest Act of 1998 forest trees or protected tree species may not be cut, 
disturbed, damaged, destroyed and their products may not be possessed, collected, removed, 
transported, exported, donated, purchased or sold, except under the license granted by the 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries formerly known as the Department of Water 
Affairs and Forestry. According to the managing director Mr Gareth P Warner they would like 
to retain  the marula tree to be used as shade as they are planning to renovate the homestead 
to be used as accommodation for people who will be providing security to the area however if 
they change the mind and intend to cut it an application will be forwarded to the relevant 
department 
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5.1Debushing of the woodland 
Before  construction comments debushing will be done for removing all the natural vegetation 
in the area and as such the woodland is disturbed and an application for removal of natural 
trees will need to be submitted and a license for removal in terms of section 7 of the National 
Forest Act be granted to the applicant. Both the application form for section 15(1) protected 
trees and section 7 of the National Forest Act will be forwarded to the applicant. 
 
5.2Agreement regarding  Mitigation measures. 
Mr Nevhufumba Lufuno made an agreement with the managing director Mr Gareth Walmer 
that to maintain the footprint of the ecosystem we need to do mitigation measures, and the 
program manger mr Sekhar Subramoney will identify schools and clinics or community centre 
where they will have to plant trees at those identified institution as mitigation measures. 
 
Further advise and information on licensing producers can be obtained from Nevhufumba 
Lufuno, 018 3813480 cell 0829076118, fax 0866476298 email NevhufumbaL@nda.gov.za , 
mmabatho nursery, vleiview street, Danville 
 
Compiled by Nevhufumba Lufuno 
…………………………………………. 
 
Date: 18 August 2011 
Chief Forester: Forestry Regulation & Oversight: NFA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. 
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Bongani Darryl Khupe

From: John Wesson <jwesson@wessanorth.co.za>
Sent: 23 June 2011 02:21 PM
To: 'Bongani Darryl Khupe'
Subject: RE: Notification of the proposed RustMo2 Photovoltaic Solar Energy Plant on a site 

near Buffelspoort

Thanks Bongani 
 
Grass like Cynodon dactylon  should be used 
 
All the best 
 
John 
 

From: Bongani Darryl Khupe [mailto:bongani@savannahsa.com]  
Sent: 23 June 2011 14:06 
To: 'John Wesson' 
Subject: RE: Notification of the proposed RustMo2 Photovoltaic Solar Energy Plant on a site near Buffelspoort 
 
Hi John 
 
Thank you very much for the response, you have been registered on the database. 
 
The developer has proposed to plant grass on the first phase of the project (RustMo1) and I believe they will do the 
same for RustMo2. 
 
I will include this information on the Draft Basic Assessment report that will be released for public review soon. 
 
Regards 
 
Bongani Darryl Khupe (Cert.Sci.Nat) 
Environmental Consultant 
Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 148 
Sunninghill, 2157 
Tel: +2711 234-6621 
Fax: +2786 684 0547 
Cell: 083 353 3341 
www.savannahSA.com 
 
 
 

From: John Wesson [mailto:jwesson@wessanorth.co.za]  
Sent: 23 June 2011 01:57 PM 
To: 'Bongani Darryl Khupe' 
Subject: RE: Notification of the proposed RustMo2 Photovoltaic Solar Energy Plant on a site near Buffelspoort 
 
Hi Bongani 
 
Please register me as an I&AP 
 
My interest is to keep track of these developments and look at their footprints 
Not much of a problem with  PV systems 
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Will you be planting grass below the panels ? 
 
Thanks 
 
All the best 
 
 

John 
 
John Wesson  
Region Manager North West 
Wildlife & Environment Society of SA - Northern Areas  
ADD YOUR VOICE TO CONSERVATION. SEND A R20 SMS TO 40706 WITH THE KEYWORD “ WESSA ” 
Terms and conditions apply. See www.thumbtribe.co.za 

 

 
Tel:    
Fax:    0866142338 
Cell:    083 444 7649 
Email: jwesson@wessanorth.co.za 
            janejohn@mweb.co.za 
Skype: john.wesson2 

 
This e-mail message, and any attached files, are confidential and may contain privileged information.  Any views expressed in this message are 
those of the sender, except where the sender specifically states them to be the view of WESSA.  In the interests of effective and appropriate 
communication, anyone who is not an addressee of this e-mail, may not copy, disclose, distribute or otherwise use it, or any part of it, in any form 
whatsoever.  Furthermore, no-one may further distribute this email, or any part of it, without permission of the author.  If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return email, and then delete this email. 
 
 
 
 

From: Bongani Darryl Khupe [mailto:bongani@savannahsa.com]  
Sent: 23 June 2011 13:24 
To: Bongani Darryl Khupe 
Subject: Notification of the proposed RustMo2 Photovoltaic Solar Energy Plant on a site near Buffelspoort 
 
Dear Stakeholder 
 
Momentous Energy is proposing to establish a commercial photovoltaic solar energy facility and associated 
infrastructure on a site located adjacent to the Marikana Platinum Mine, approximately 20 km east of Rustenburg 
(see attached letter for more details). The proposed project will be referred to as RustMo2 and is proposed as the 
second phase of a broader development which also includes the project referred to as RustMo1, for which a 
separate Basic Assessment process has already been undertaken. 
 
Momentous Energy has appointed Savannah Environmental, as independent consultants, to undertake a Basic 
Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project for the 
area as identified, and propose appropriate mitigation measures in an Environmental Management Plan (EMP).  As 
part of these environmental studies, I&APs will be actively involved through the public involvement process. 
 
You and/or the organisation/department which you represent have been identified as a stakeholder.  Should you 
have an interest in this project, please register yourself as an I&AP and note your formal comments by sending 
written correspondence in this regard (also find attached reply form).   
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
Bongani Darryl Khupe (Cert.Sci.Nat) 
Environmental Consultant 
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