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Our Ref:  Portion 3 of Farm Paarde Valley 145 
 

Enquiries: J Roux

Date  10/10/2011 
 

 
Savannah Environmental (PTY) LTD 
PO Box 749 
Rondebosch 
Cape Town 
7701 
 
Attention: Shawn Johnston 
 
 
Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act (CARA); Act 43 of 1983 
 
A meeting held in De Aar on 27 September 2011 regarding the proposed solar project refers.   
 
The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development has registered as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP – J Roux). 
 
The farm described as Portion 3 of Paarde Valley 145, 2778 hectares in size, is situated in a live stock 
carrying capacity area of 22 hectares per live stock unit (LSU).  The solar development will 
permanently affect an area of 787 ha.  Calculated at the official carrying capacity rate, the remaining 
1991hectares should be able to support 90,5 LSU’s and will therefore still be considered an 
economical unit. 
 
The solar development will have a permanent effect on the natural vegetation as a result of the 
expected life span of 20 years of the solar panels.  The influence of reduced sunlight, rainfall etc. will 
most certainly have a negative effect on the composition and performance of the natural vegetation 
as a result of their reaction to these conditions.  Exactly to what extent the vegetation will be effected 
is not clear.  The applicable potential impacts, as described in the Scoping Report as follows: 
 
 
Impact 1:  Natural vegetation being destroyed 
 
If all natural vegetation is destroyed the land will be prone to soil erosion.  This department has to 
form part of the planning and construction phases in order to determine the appropriate conservation 
methods and works needed to prevent erosion.  These soils are very likely to enhance soil erosion if 
natural vegetation is destroyed. 
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Impact 6:  Infestation – alien invader plants 
 
The micro climate and available sunlight will be changed by the solar panels.  Vegetation will be 
destroyed (Impact 1) and or the establishment and spread of weeds and alien invader plants will 
occur.  A monitoring programme has to be identified as part of an environmental management plan in 
order to detect weeds and alien plants that may cause a treat to the natural vegetation and 
surrounding areas. 
 
 
 
Discussion 
 
Most of the applications for solar development are situated in the Pixley ka Seme District and this 
District will most probably develop as the solar energy hub in the province.  All the prospective 
developers will contribute in the form of incentives as reward to land owners. 
 
Since land reform and rural development is a priority of the Government of South Africa, the 
opportunity to constructively contribute towards rural development and job creation is evident.  It is 
suggested that all prospective bidders clearly indicate the nature and extent of these incentives, as 
well as how it can be linked to land reform, rural development and job creation as part of an 
implementation strategy. 
 
An opportunity to acquire land prior to development as part of a land reform strategy where private 
land is identified for development should also be realized.  Models must be developed where the exit 
strategy will ensure and enhance the land reform. 
 
Submitted:  
 
 
 
     
J Roux 
Control Engineering Technician  
SRM Unit 
 
 
Noted:  
 
 
 
 
     
G Sahling 
Act. Dir: SRM 
 
Date:  11 October 2011 



 
 
 

 
Directorate Land Use and Soil Management, Private Bag x120,  Pretoria, 0001 

Delpen Building, c/o Annie Botha & Union Streets, Riviera 
 

From: Director: Land Use and Soil Management
 

Tel: (012) 319 7678 ��Fax: (012) 329 5938 ��e-mail: agriland@nda.agric.za 
 
 
SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL (PTY) LTD 
P.O. Box 148 
SUNNINGHILL 
GAUTENG 
2157 
 
 
 
2011/09/21 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
This serves as a notice of receipt and confirms that your application has been captured in 
our electronic AgriLand tracking and management system. It is strongly recommended that 
you use the on-line AgriLand application facility in future. 
 
Detail of your application as captured:  
 
Type: EIA 
Your reference number: 12/12/20/2048 
Dated: 19 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
Please use the following reference number in all enquiries: 
 
AgriLand reference number: 2011_09_0160 
 
Enquiries can be made to the above postal, fax or e-mail address. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
L. Mongoato 
pp DIRECTOR: LAND USE AND SOIL MANAGEMENT 
 
Online application available at: http://www.agis.agric.za/agriland 
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